Magick Balle (by Heff Munson, September 29, 2009)
Magick Balle oh you can fear it

Magick Balle is such a thing

Magick Balle could be a spirit

Plastic spirit on a string

Magick Balle is an enigma

Magick Balle is what I found

Magick Balle is what I noticed

Lying there upon the ground

Throw it down it bounces up

Throw it up it bounces down

Maybe it is made of plastic

Maybe it’s a kind of foam

String it’s on might be elastic

Maybe you’ve got one at home

Magick Balle is quite confusing

Ball on string and string on stick

No-one knows its secret purpose

No-one knows what makes it tick

Now I hide it high up in the sky

Now it’s coming down again oh my  (instrumental)
Magick Balle is kind of cheesy

Magick Balle is kind of strange

Magick Balle is pretty easy
Bonk the guy who gets in range

Now I give it unto you my friend

Now I yank it back away again

Magick Balle no you can’t have it

Now it’s gone, no here it is
Deep blue waters make it soggy

Ginger Ale might make it fizz

Magick Balle might be from Venus

Magick Balle might be alive

Now I see it in the window

Sells for $19.95.

Now the strange enchantment starts to pall

So I release my hand and let it fall

The end of my involvement with Magick Balle.

Magick Balle Notes:

“Magick Balle” is a parody concept, intended to be “the worst product ever made”.

It is to be constructed of the poorest, cheapest materials available, and have no guarantees whatsoever.  In fact, breakage of the product prior to or immediately upon opening should be considered as proof of its authenticity, thus eliminating the possibility of any refunds whatsoever.

The design consists of a piece of oversized plastic straw, frayed at both ends, with a small hole punched near one of the ends.  Through the hole is inserted a thin piece of elastic, knotted once to prevent it slipping off the pole for a little while.  The other end of the elastic is also knotted after it is passed through a foam plastic ball with a hole punched through the center.  The design concept required over one minute of offhand deliberation.

“Magick Balle” is also intended for use as a comic literary or storytelling device, especially in computer adventure games.  It may be applied to many different scenarios, but should prove utterly useless in each: it fails as a weapon, as a medium of exchange with primitive civilizations, breaks easily when used as a tool, leaks, does not prognosticate the future, fails to entertain, is too flimsy for a cat toy, etc.  The fictional educator Doctor Clipping endorses it as an educational item: “It might teach your kid not to waste his money on junk like this, or, if it doesn’t, it might teach the parents not to waste their time trying to teach kids like this!”.

“Magick Balle” maintains that it may serve an indirect public purpose: revenues generated by sales will be taxed, with the taxes going to various governments and applied to potentially useful projects or services, or not.

“Magick Balle Junior”, “Magick Balle Deluxe”, “Magick Balle Designer”, and possible Magick Balle upgrades are alluded to, but not promised, as in “Watch for the next “Magick Balle Digital” edition, which may or may not happen…but you can watch, anyway”.

Replacement parts are not guaranteed, not are add-ons, or adaptors.  The first 100 Magick Balles will be numbered as collectibles.  Also maybe the second 100, or more, depending.  Additional verses for the “Magick Balle” song are also possible, such as:

“Magick Balle’s a funny color,

Not sure how it got that way,

When I sniff I get ideas,

What they are I dare not say.”

The name “Magick Balle” was selected after a Google search found no entries under that spelling, which included the extra “k” as well as the extra “e”.

Interesting facts about “Magick Balle”:

None that I can think of.

“Magick Balle” may also serve as a referential concept: if a politician deplores a certain upcoming piece of proposed legislation, he may refer to it as “the next worst thing to ‘Magick Balle’”.  A failed play in football, baseball, basketball or even golf may be referred to as a “Magick Balle”.

The packaging for “Magick Balle” should contain prominent notices, such as:

“Satisfaction absolutely NOT guaranteed!”

“Buyer Beware, or, better yet, Buyer be ELSEwhere!”

“As Seen Right Here!”

“Note to retailers: next to ‘Magick Balle’, the rest of your inventory will absolutely SHINE!”

“Fully intended to be the worst product ever made!”

“Shoplifters will be pitied!”

“Ineffectual for countless household uses!”

“Dumber than a pet rock.”

“Nothing makes a better gift than ‘Magick Balle!’”

“Be the first fool on your block!”

Of course, “Magick Balle” may find a certain acceptance among congenitally “hip”, or “trendy” consumers, who will spend their money on it to prove that they “get” the joke, and this will send a not-so-subtle message about the intelligence of “hip”, or “trendy” consumers, and the maker of “Magick Balle” will be only too happy to “get” the money.

“Magick Balle” Games:

1. See if you can unwrap “Magick Balle” without breaking it.

2. See if “Magick Balle” was broken before you unwrapped it.

3. See how many seconds it takes your friends to say that “Magick Balle” is stupid.

4. Offer a stranger a choice of one dollar or “Magick Balle”.  After they choose, argue about who won.

5. Make a list of things for which “Magick Balle” is useless.

6. Make signs, bumper stickers, and buttons with slogans like “Up with Magick Balle”, “Down with Magick Balle”, or “Sideways with Magick Balle”.

7. Get a Life (“Magick Balle” optional).

8. Start your own “Magick Balle” club, but if you do, I don’t want to know about it.

9. Make up additional verses for the “Magick Balle” song.  See #8 above.

10. Write an essay comparing “Magick Balle” with “Rubik’s Cube”.  If you submit it in school for a grade, see #8 above.
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